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UNIVERSAL DRIVE SHAFTS 

 
NOTE:  This service bulletin was originally released October 1999.    
The majority is still applicable, however pages 2 & 3 in the original issue have been deleted and the 
“Recommendations” now refer to two slightly different versions of “ROTAVATOR NOTES” 

 

Howard supplies the most suitable agricultural universal drive shafts available to connect Howard machines to the 
tractor. The size and type are selected on the basis of the drive shaft manufacturers' recommendations and take 
into account the rated power capacity of the relevant implements. 

Recently, there has been an increase in drive shaft failures and, in some cases, tractor PTO’s. Some owners 
incorrectly believe that such failures are automatically covered by Howard warranty. They are not. Drive shafts are 
covered by their manufacturers' warranty, and claims will be submitted to them, or their representatives.   

Additionally, specifications on some drive shafts and components have been changed (for example phased spline 
versions and four grease nipple crosses).  While these specifications may be viewed as improvements, Howard is 
not obliged to retrospectively change all units previously sold to the new specification and the continuance of some 
of the failures in some cases indicates that this would not always be justified. 

Late model, higher-powered tractors may be contributing to these failures, especially if the PTO height increases 
the drive shaft working angles. 

Alternative, higher specified universal drive shafts can be supplied in lieu of the standard drive shaft if requested, 
and since these generally cost more than the standard drive shaft, there will be an additional charge. 

Note: Any alternative drive shaft will need to accommodate the existing overload protection device (clutch) 
supplied by Howard or provide an equivalent that is accepted by Howard. 
 

Recommendations  

Drive shaft set up and maintenance need significant attention to ensure drive shaft life is maximised.  These issues 
are covered within the 'ROTAVATOR NOTES' booklets: 

 For HR40 – HR61 series models refer to;  77121 Rotavator Notes. 

 For AH, CH & RC series models refer to;  77121A  Aust Rotavator Notes. 
 

Both these files are located under; HOWARD Rotavators / SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS within the Howard 
Australia Download site, or they can be accessed via the link below. 
 
http://downloads.howard-australia.com.au/intranetwebcache/HOWARD%20Rotavators/-%20%20SERVICE%20INSTRUCTIONS/ 
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